
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Office of Hearin g:; and Appeals 

June 27, 2016 

CERTD'IED MAIL R.R. 
Ernesto A. Perez - 7003 2260 0001 5004 5890 

Re: DocketNo. 16-01-DA 

NOTICE OF GOVERNMENT-WIDE DEBARMENT FROM FEDERAL 
PROCUREMENT AND NON-PROCUREMENT TRANSACTIONS 

This notice is issued by the United States Department ofEducation (Department) 
pursuant to 2 C.F.R § 180.870 to inform you that you are DEBARRED EFFECTIVE 
THE DATE OF THIS LETTER from participating in any covered transactions under 
federal procurement and non-procurement programs and activities ofany federal agency. 
As a consequence ofbeing debarred, you are not eligible to receive federal financial and 
non-financial assistance or benefits from any federal agency under procurement or non
procurement programs and activities. Also, you may oot act as a principal on behalfof 
any person in connection with a covered transaction. A principal is defined in 2 C.F.R § 
180.995, and includes any key employee orother person woo has a critical influence on 
or substantive control over a covered transaction. This debarment is effective fur all 
covered transactions unless an agency head or authorized designee grants an exception 
for a particular transaction in accordance with 2 C.F.R § 180. 135. 

On January 20, 2016, the Department issued to you a Notice ofProposed Government
Wide Debarment from Federal Procurement and Non-Procurement Transactions, and 
informed you ofyour right to sulmit information and argument in opposition to such an 
action. The Notice was mailed to you at your last known address ofrecord via U.S.P.S., 
Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested. The Notice was returned to the Department as 
unclaimed. Since service was attempted at your last known address, you are deemed to 
have received constructive notice on January 25, 2016. 

Under the applicable regulations, one subject to a proposed debarment is given thirty (30) 
days from receipt ofthe Notice to oppose the proposed action. Thirty (30) days has 
passed from the date you received constructive notice ofthe proposed action, and this 
office has received no correspondence fi'om you contesting the contents ofthe January 
20, 2016, Notice. Pursuant to 2 C.F.R §180.870, I chsed the official record on March 
30, 2016. 
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You were President and Secretary ofDade Medical College (DMC) am the Chief 
Executive Officer ofFlorida :Education Center (FEC). Beginning October 11, 2012, to 
about November 15, 2012, you, did knowingly and willfully, make two or more 
contn"buti:>ns to a camidate for election or retention in office. However, your 
contn'butions were made through or in the name ofanQther, inviolation ofFlor_ida 
Statutes. Specifically, you caused e111>loyees ofDMC to make.political contributions to 
various candliates for office in the State ofFlorida in the amount greater than $159,000. 
You then subsequently reimbursed the employee through FEC's accounts. 

You were fonnally charged in the Circuit Court ofthe Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Miami
Dade County, Florida with a single count Information for violation ofFL ST§§ 
106.08(5), 106.08(7)(B), and 777.011, and a single countinformation for vio1ation ofFL 
ST§ 843.02. You entered into a Plea Agreement in which you agreed to plead guilty to 
felony violation for making campaign contribution, and misdemeanor violation of 
resisting an officer without violence. The court accepted your plea, adjudicated you 
guihy ofviolating FL ST§§ 106.08(5), 106.08(7)(B), and 777 .01 I and adjudicated you 
guihy misdemeamrviolation of FL ST§ 843.02. The court imposed judgment on 
November 9, 2015. 

Based upon your plea and conviction, I FIND that debarment is warranted. The 
uncontested record mi the Notice ofProposed Government-Wide Debarment from 
Federal Non-Procurement Transactions demonstrate that debarment should be. imposed 
ina-;much as the.seviolations constitute serious criminal charges and are a cause for 

• debarment under2 C.F.R § 180.800 (aX3). 

Under2.C.F.R.§ 180.865, theperiodofdebannent is to be commensurate with the 
seriousness ofthecause(s) for debarment. The charges levied agaimt you in the Notice of 
Proposed Government-Wide Debarment from Federal Non-Procurement Transactions, 
which have gone without comment, constilnte a threat to governmental programs. 
Accordingly, I have determined that the period ofdebarment will be two years, effective 
the date ofthis letter. The regulations contained in 2 C.F.R. Part 180, and the Non
Procurement Debarment and Suspension Procedures mailed with the Notice govern this 
debarment. 

SO ORDERED, 

and Susi,ension Official 
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